Committee,

A brief description of my dealings regarding the toxic waste loophole.

In my experience, I was dealing with a local landfill that was excepting drill cuttings from gas
well sites that was laced with radioactivity among other toxic constituents. When I became
employed here at Belle Vernon, I noticed our bug population in our activated sludge wastewater
plant was experiencing die off. We were getting toxic shock loads of wastewater from the
landfill, which was discovered only after thousands of dollars spent by our authority to uncover.
Our authority received ZERO assistance from the PA DEP, and as a matter of fact, I was told by
the DEP that it was our problem to solve due to our authority possessing the permit to discharge
rather than the landfill itself. After numerous months of testing by our certified lab, testing
conducted by WVU, research conducted by Dr. John Stoltz of Duquesne University and
collecting flow data, we finally retained an environmental attorney, Smith-Butz, Kendra and John
Smith. By hiring these attorneys, we were able to get an injunction placed against the landfill
forbidding them to discharge to us again. The DEP did not want this to occur, even suggesting
that our authority continue to accept this waste and any violations and fines our authority
receive be paid by the landfill. This suggestion is on record in an email from the DEP, which I
possess and shared with Special Agent Brian Kosoglow of the Environmental Crime dept. of the
attorney general office, Josh Shapiro. Throughout these times of us knowingly polluting source
water, I was reporting monthly our violations to the DEP. I essentially had to “self report” our
insufficient performance of our wastewater plant. When I brought these findings to the DEP
reps, they told me the landfill is allowed to accept drill cuttings. The DEP told me the landfill
was doing nothing wrong. He lies the “Loophole”. Since the landfill had no water discharge
permit, they were allowed to send anything they wanted down the pipe to us, and the DEP
would crack down on us, the authority, owners of the wastewater plant. The realization of how
large this problem was came when I spoke to a landfill worker after our plant received such a
large shock load of water, the neighboring fire hall that was serving fish, had to evacuate the
building due to the strong odor of diesel fuel. I spoke with this gentleman immediately after the
shock load was sent, he had tears in his eyes, thinking myself and another employee of mine
were going to physically assault him for doing what he did on direct orders from the landfill
ownership. He told me the landfill was accepting such large amounts of drill cuttings that if this
was Ohio, they would be arrested. The trucks were delivering the cuttings, soaked in diesel fuel
in the cloak of darkness, before the landfill was opened for the day, and on weekends when the
landfill was closed. Additionally, I was told the trucks were bypassing the scales so the amount
would not be on record. He said the radiation was so great, it would be illegal to transport over
public roads. This radiation was confirm through our lab results.
This was a brief synopsis of what went on, I’m leaving out so much detail, that this email would
be pages long. I will certainly expand during questioning.
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