
 
Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology 
2469 Hammertown Road 
Narvon, PA 17555-9730 
PSO@pabirds.org 
 
 

January 20, 2022 
 
The Honorable Katie Muth 
185 Main Capitol 
Senate Box 203044  
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3044 
 
The Honorable John Kane 
458 Main Capitol Building 
Senate Box 203009 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3009 
 
Dear Senators Muth and Kane, 
 
Re:  Anthracite Ridge Wind Project in Schuylkill County 
 
I am writing regarding the upcoming virtual hearing to be held on January 28, 2022, for the proposed Anthracite 
Ridge Wind project.  Although I plan to attend the hearing, as the Conservation Chair for the Pennsylvania 
Society for Ornithology (PSO), I would like to bring some wildlife and environmental concerns to your attention 
prior to the hearing. 
 
PSO is part of a conservation coalition comprised of Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association, American Bird 
Conservancy, Save Our Allegheny Ridges, National Audubon Society, Pennsylvania Audubon Council, and 
environmental non-profits. The coalition has already expressed our concerns to Hegins Township and Schuylkill 
County officials regarding potential environmental impacts to wildlife if this wind project is constructed on the 
top of four mountains in Schuylkill County. 
 
We support industrial wind projects and other renewable energy projects as an important strategy to combat 
climate change.  However, projects must be sited appropriately, where minimal environmental damage will 
occur, and where impacts to wildlife can be minimized.  The coalition has analyzed the environmental impacts of 
this proposed Anthracite Ridge Wind project considering these concerns. 
 
We find that the location of the proposed Anthracite Wind project has high biodiversity value, and that 
development and operation of this wind project poses significant risk to state and federally listed species and 
other species of conservation concern.  To date, the developer has conducted inadequate avian and other 
wildlife studies and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has asked the developer for more field studies to be 
completed.  A recent letter from the Service to the developer is attached to this letter. 
 
Concerns over Impacts to Eagles, Hawks, and Songbirds 
The proposed site for the Anthracite Ridge Wind project is just north of the Kittatinny Ridge, a Global Important 
Bird Area designated by National Audubon Society, as well as a Conservation Landscape identified by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.  Hawk Mountain Sanctuary documents tens of 
thousands of migrating hawks, eagles, and songbirds each year.  We know that other ridges in Pennsylvania also 
host migrating raptors and it’s quite likely that the area of the proposed wind project is the wintering site for 



rare Eastern Golden Eagles.  Tracking data for wintering Golden Eagles show they used the proposed wind 
turbine site during spring and fall migration, as well as during the winter.  In addition, residents in the valleys 
below the project site report Bald Eagles using the project area. 
 
The harmful impacts of wind turbines on Golden and Bald Eagles are well documented and of great concern in 
the western U.S. and quite likely are similar in effect to the Eastern Golden Eagles that winter on Pennsylvania 
mountains.  Unfortunately, winter mortality studies are not required in Pennsylvania, so we don’t know how 
wind turbines are impacting the Eastern Golden Eagle population, of which only about 5,000 remain.  Both eagle 
species are protected under the Federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, which makes killing an individual 
of either species illegal, regardless of whether this is intentional or unintentional. 
 
The Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan Conservation Opportunity Area Tool indicates that several bird species on 
the State of North America’s Birds Watch List are found in the proposed project site, including Cerulean Warbler, 
Eastern Whip-poor-will, and Wood Thrush.  Other raptors listed as Species of Conservation Need that may 
migrate through the site are the Sharp-Shinned Hawk and the State Endangered Northern Goshawk. 
 
Concerns over Impacts to Allegheny Woodrats and Bats 
Although PSO’s focus is on bird conservation, we would be remiss if we did not include concerns over impacts to 
Allegheny woodrats, a species in rapid decline in the eastern U.S.  The proposed project would fragment and 
degrade the Bear Mountain Natural Heritage Area where this State Threatened Species is found.  As you may 
know, industrial wind turbines enact a high mortality on bats.  The project site is within the range of the 
Federally Endangered Indiana bat and Federally Threatened northern long-eared bats (which are PA 
endangered) have been found in hibernacula located on the project site in eight different abandoned mine 
portals.  Many more abandoned mine portals need to be surveyed to understand the full extent of the site’s 
importance to bats. 
 
Conclusion 
We ask that you recognize the high biodiversity value of the Anthracite Ridge Wind project area during the 
Virtual Hearing on January 28 and that you include our concerns that the construction and operation of this 
industrial wind project will pose a significant risk of negative impacts to state and federally listed species and 
other species of conservation concern.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Laura L. Jackson 
Conservation Chair 
Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology 
814-652-9268 
jacksonlaura73@gmail.com 
 
 
cc:  U.S. Rep. Dan Meuser, Rep. Joe Kerwin, Sen. David G. Argall, Sen. Jay Costa, Sen. Wayne Fontana, Sen. Judy 
Schwank, Sen. Lisa Boscola, Sen. James Brewster, Sen. Marty Flynn, Sen. Maria Collett, Sen. Amanda Cappelletti, 
Sen. Lindsey Williams 
         
         
 



 

 

 United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Pennsylvania Field Office  

 110 Radnor Road, Suite 101 
State College, Pennsylvania  16801-4850 

 
October 27, 2021 

 

       
David Allen 
Earthres 
P.O. Box 468 
Pipersville, PA 18947 
 
RE: USFWS Project #2009-0293 
            PNDI # 649479 
 
Dear Mr. Allen: 
 
This responds to your correspondence, which was received by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) on July 20, 2021, regarding the Wind Energy Safety Ordinance Application for the 
proposed Anthracite Ridge wind energy facility located in Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania. 
Anthracite Ridge, LLC, proposes to construct up to 83 wind turbines, new access roads, 
overhead transmission lines, an electrical collector system between turbines, and an onsite 
substation. We previously commented on wind energy development at this location in letters 
dated March 23, 2006, November 13, 2008, April 26, 2011, September 3, 2013, April 30, 2018, 
and July 11, 2019, and in an email of June 10, 2020. In addition, we have had several conference 
calls regarding this project and most recently met with representatives from Anthracite Ridge on 
November 18, 2019, to discuss the project. The proposed project is located within the range of 
the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the threatened northern long-eared bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis). The following comments are provided pursuant to the Endangered 
Species Act (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.; Act) to ensure the protection of 
federally threatened and endangered species. 
 
As previously stated, the Service supports the development of wind power as an alternative 
energy source; however, wind farms can have negative impacts on wildlife and their habitats if 
not sited and designed with potential wildlife and habitat impacts in mind. Selection of the best 
sites for turbine placement is enhanced by ruling out sites with known, high concentrations of 
birds and/or bats passing within the rotor-swept area of the turbines or where the effects of 
habitat fragmentation will be detrimental. In support of wind power generation as a renewable 
source of power, development sites with comparatively low bird, bat, and other wildlife values 
would be preferable and would have relatively lower impact on wildlife. 
 
Due to the anticipated impacts from forest clearing and turbine operations, we recommended a 
summer bat survey of the project area. According to an October 22, 2019, email from Jeff Zirpoli 
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(Shoener Environmental, Inc.), summer bat mist-net surveys were conducted in 2010 and 2014 
within the project area. In 2010, bat captures included 20 little brown bats (Myotis lucifugus), 
118 northern long-eared bats, 63 big brown bats (Eptesicus fuscus), 5 eastern small-footed bats 
(Myotis leibii), 4 tricolored bats (Perimyotis subflavus), 23 eastern red bats (Lasiurus borealis), 
and 5 hoary bats (Lasiurus cinereus). In 2014, bat captures included 12 big brown bats, 4 eastern 
red bats, and 1 tricolored bat. We are unaware whether any additional summer bat surveys have 
been conducted within the project area.  
 
To determine whether the project may affect any potential bat winter habitats (i.e., hibernacula), 
the project area was surveyed for cave and mine openings. Desktop and field-based winter 
habitat assessments completed in 2018 identified 151 abandoned mine portals within the project 
area. According to the October 22, 2019, email,from Mr. Zirpoli, 43 of the 151 portals were 
surveyed for bats in 2009. Seventy-five bats were captured at 17 of the 43 portals and included 
32 tricolored bats, 27 little brown bats, 15 northern long-eared bats, and 1 big brown bat. 
Northern long-eared bats have been documented at eight abandoned mine portals within the 
project area. We are unaware whether any additional surveys for hibernating bats have been 
conducted at the remaining 108 portals. 
 
On March 12, 2020, Anthracite Ridge, LLC, provided the Service with a “pathways analysis” 
explaining various construction activities that have the potential to result in take1 of federally 
listed bats.  On June 10, 2020, the Service provided comments on the project proponent’s 
assessment and identified a number of outstanding issues/questions the Service needs before we 
are able to make a determination as to whether construction impacts have the potential to result 
in take. The Service also noted that an analysis of project operations and the potential for take of 
Indiana bats has not been provided. To date, the Service has not received additional information 
from the project proponent. 
 
Because of their potential to affect threatened and endangered species, wind power projects must 
consider the Endangered Species Act (Act) section 9 provisions governing take, similar to any 
other development project. Section 9 of the Act prohibits the take of federally listed animal 
species, unless the take is authorized. Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be 
authorized by an incidental take permit pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Act. The Service 
may issue such a permit upon completion of a satisfactory habitat conservation plan (HCP) for 
the listed species that would be taken by the project. An HCP typically requires substantial time 
and effort to complete. There is no mechanism for authorizing incidental take “after the fact.” 
During our December 19, 2019, meeting with the project proponent, the Service stated that if 
impacts to federally listed bats from construction (Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat) and 
operations (Indiana bat) could not be avoided, that we recommend the preparation of an HCP. 
The Service is still waiting for additional information outlined above; therefore, because there 
has been no additional information provided that indicates take of federally listed bats will be 
avoided, our position has not changed. For more information on HCP development, please visit 
www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/hcp-overview.html.  
 

                                                 
1 As defined in the Act, take means “. . . to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or 
attempt to engage in any such conduct.”   

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/hcp-overview.html
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To avoid potential delays in reviewing your project, please use the above-referenced USFWS 
project tracking number in any future correspondence regarding this project. 
 
If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact Pamela Shellenberger of my 
staff at 814-234-4090 x7459.   
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Sonja Jahrsdoerfer 
Project Leader 

 
 
cc: 
Nick Cohen, Anthracite Ridge 
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Emails:  
Nick Cohen: ncohen@cleanairgen.com 
David Allen – dallen@earthres.com 
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